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 The Syosset Park Development Site - A proposed construction project located to 

the west of South Grove Elementary School and to the South of Robbins Lane 

Elementary School.

 92.8 acres to be developed with a high 

density of mixed use buildings (retail, 

office space, parking, residential).

 A park is proposed to be constructed

immediately next to the school, over the 

historic Syosset Landfill.

 The developer has purchased land from 

the Town of Oyster Bay in order to construct 

on top of the landfill and at the current Department of Public Works facility.

Source: https://www.syossetpark.com/environmental-issues/



Site History and Nature of Contamination

 Cerro Wire and Conduit Company (1950-1986).

 Manufacturing by-products were disposed of/discharged on-site, resulted in 

contamination. The Site was remediated to meet industrial use standards through 

the NYS Superfund Program.  Metals are the primary contaminants of concern.

 Now that residential use is proposed, more stringent soil standards will apply.

 Site is now part of NYSDEC’s Brownfields Cleanup Program.

Source: Newsday.com Source: https://www.syossetpark.com/environmental-issues/



Site History and Nature of Contamination

 The Syosset Landfill (1933-1975) - No restrictions on what was disposed of until 1967.

 The Landfill was placed on the EPA’s Superfund (Inactive Hazardous Waste Sites) National 

Priority List in September 1983. The Site was investigated and capped in 1997. Air and 

groundwater monitoring criteria were established; long-term landfill monitoring continues.

 A deed restriction was placed on the landfill requiring all future Site owners to:

 Leave the cap intact;

 Not to install any wells; and

 Not to construct any permanent 

structures without EPA approval.

Source: https://www.syossetpark.com/environmental-issues/



The Syosset Landfill Cap

 The point of the cap is to create 

an impermeable layer to prevent 

water from infiltrating the landfilled 

waste and leaching contaminants

through the subsurface to groundwater.

 If cracks form in the cap, water can 

penetrate the landfill.

https://www.syossetpark.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DEIS-
Syosset-Park-December-2017-FINAL-1.pdf



Omissions in the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement

 The DEIS details what would be developed, but fails to adequately ensure that 

the South Grove School and Syosset Community will be safe during 

construction.  

 Insufficient information provided to 

evaluate vital construction practices 

including the following: 

 Community Air Monitoring Plan

 Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan

 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan



Concerns Regarding the Proposed 

Development Described in the DEIS

Dust

Stormwater Runoff

Landfill Cap Integrity

Excavation and Soil 

Handling

Noise and Vibration

Traffic

Monitoring and Inspection

Soil Vapor Intrusion

Security



Dust Concerns

 Air modeling in the DEIS uses a 24-hour time frame as opposed to a typical 8-hour day 

 This “dilutes” the results and does not accurately represent construction conditions.

 The Community Air Monitoring Program (CAMP) procedures lack the following 

necessary details:

 Inclusion of a comprehensive plan to be carried out by an independent inspector.

 Outline of controls such as misting systems.

 Sufficiently stringent plans to evaluate dust concentrations (higher frequency than 15-minute 

average concentrations as stated in the DEIS).

 Syosset CSD plans to install an enclosed walkway between the main building and 

annex at South Grove School  This may serve as a limited barrier, but is not being 

installed as a function of the proposed development.



Stormwater Runoff Concerns

 Once sediment contained in the runoff from the construction Site dries, it will 

become dust with the potential to migrate off-site.

 The proposed Erosion and Sediment Control (E&SC) Plan lacks detail. 

 A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) has not been developed.

 Landscaping plans show the Syosset Park Site sloping towards South Grove 

School with no preventative measures to address runoff in place.  

 The development plans do not provide for on-site management of stormwater 

drainage. 



Stormwater Runoff Concerns

 The development will greatly reduce the ability of stormwater to infiltrate naturally.

 How will the developer manage the 

volume of stormwater on-site in 

accordance with Nassau County 

Department of Public Works 

(NCDPW) requirements?

 The DEIS implies that stormwater will

involve discharges to off-site basins 

next to the School. 

 Has NCDPW approved this concept? 



Landfill Cap Concerns

 The existing deed restriction would prohibit the disturbance of the landfill 

materials. The deed restriction document is not included in the DEIS.

 The DEIS does not specify which entity (the Site owner or the Town) is 

responsible to continue long-term groundwater and landfill gas testing.

 The existing asphalt and concrete are proposed to be demolished – however, 

analysis of the risk of significant threat to the integrity of the cap is lacking.

 The DEIS does not specify that a New York State Licensed landscape architect 

must select all plantings for the Site to ensure that the root systems do not 

penetrate the cover.



Landfill Cap Concerns

Issues that must be adequately addressed:

 Will the cap be repaired before construction?

 How far apart are the landfill and the

area of excavation?

 What is considered an acceptable 

temporary structure atop the cap?

 How will vibration affect the cap

and how will it be protected?

 How will the cap be monitored after the 

park is complete?



Excavation and Soil Handling Concerns

 Excavation of Soil at the Cerro Site

 Copper, Lead, and Zinc are in the soil above standards at the Site and can cause 

health issues if humans are exposed to them. 

 The DEIS does not recognize that 

all soil generated from or imported 

to the Site has to comply with the new

NYSDEC Part 360 rules in order to be

used or reused. 

 The DEIS provides few details on the proposed excavation procedures.  However, the 

document indicates construction would rely heavily on soil excavation, reuse and 

imported fill.



Exceedances in the Soil at the Cerro Site

Source: Appendix F of the DEIS 

 Residual soil contamination remains throughout the Site and must 

be handled properly in accordance with applicable regulations.  



Noise and Vibration Concerns

 The DEIS fails to acknowledge the

American National Standards Institute 

standards for classroom noise (35dB-

60dB depending on various factors).

 The DEIS does not provide details for 

noise and vibration mitigation.

 The DEIS does not sufficiently detail

restricting work hours as the primary 

means of noise mitigation. 

 The DEIS fails to consider a noise mitigation 

barrier adjacent to the School. 



Traffic Concerns

 The construction and proposed future use 

of the Site would result in increased 

traffic from construction workers, truck 

traffic, and future residents of Syosset 

Park.

 The DEIS does not account for adequate 

traffic safety upgrades.

 In the absence of limitations on construction traffic, the DEIS does not limit traffic past 

Robbins Lane Increased threat of accidents while students are being  picked up or 

dropped off at the Robbins Lane School.



Monitoring and Inspection Concerns

 The DEIS does not acknowledge that anyone involved in monitoring or inspecting 

the work would be an independent third-party to avoid potential conflicts of interest, 

a measure that could increase safeguards against public health risks. 

 The DEIS does not indicate that an independent inspection team would be on-site 

at all times during construction to ensure that the Landfill cap is not breached or 

impacted in any way. 

 USEPA and NYSDEC involvement throughout Site development would be 

essential to help ensure that contaminant releases during construction and future 

use do not result in off-site impacts.



Soil Vapor Intrusion Concerns

 The DEIS does not address the potential need for soil vapor barriers and/or 

sub slab depressurization systems in new buildings. 

 Soil vapor sampling has not been 

performed along the perimeter of 

the landfill adjacent to the school. 

 The results of sampling conducted

at the Cerro Site under NYSDEC’s 

Brownfields program are pending.



Security Concerns

 The proximity of the Great Park to South Grove School would present a 

security risk during construction due to the multitude of on-site personnel 

and deliveries being made to the Site on a daily basis.

 The DEIS does not detail 

how access to the School 

from the Great Park 

would be controlled.



General Construction Concerns

 The DEIS does not address establishing an adequate buffer between the 

construction areas and South Grove School to minimize disturbances to the 

learning environment. 

 The DEIS does not include a construction schedule that would not interrupt 

outdoor recreation time. 

 The proposed schedule spans the entire school day. 

 There is no proposed timeframe or duration provided for the Great Park 

(immediately adjacent to the school) portion of the project. 

 The DEIS does not address how the existing Landfill monitoring wells and gas 

vent wells would be integrated with the proposed park landscape while 

remaining accessible for long-term inspections and monitoring. 



Other Comments and Concerns

How will parking be dealt with at South Grove as facilities expand to 

accommodate more students living in the new residential area? 

How will rodents/vectors displaced during development be dealt with? 

When the Town has to vacate their current DPW site, where will they 

relocate their operations? If the developer is required to deed a 

portion of the Site to the Town, a buffer could be established and the 

on-site operations could continue. 

The DEIS indicates the Town will maintain the Great Park. Does the 

Town have the resources to allow for this? 



Other Comments and Concerns

 If the zoning change is permitted to allow for the development described in the DEIS, a 

precedent for high density developments throughout the Town will be established.

 The development’s net impact on energy consumption and fossil fuel combustion will 

be significant. 

 Walden has reached out to the NYSDEC and USEPA project managers for the Cerro 

and Syosset Landfill properties on behalf of the District to establish a dialogue 

regarding concerns related to development of these sites. 

 The Town of Oyster Bay has announced plans to move forward with independent 

environmental and health testing of the former Syosset Landfill site, Department of 

Public Works site and former site of Cerro Wire Manufacturing in Syosset.  The scope 

of this work has not been announced. 


